Wild Geese – Reading 2 Questions

1. Examine the theme of loneliness.  Who is lonely and why?

2. Judith is described in chapter 2 as “the embryonic ecstasy of all life”.  Why might Ostenso have described her thus? 

3. Explain the significance of the following quotation:  “… Caleb, who could not be characterized in the terms of human virtue or human vice – a spiritual counterpart of the land, as harsh, as demanding, as tyrannical as the very soil from which he drew his existence.”

4. In chapter 2 it is Caleb who is being compared to a mythical being.  What is a satyr and for what reason might Ostenso have chosen to describe him thus?

5. How is it unnatural that Caleb would be the only family member attending church?

6. What is significant about the collar?

7. What do Lind and Amelia have in common?

8. What excuse does Caleb give for not bringing Martin to church?

9. How does Caleb manage to make even his invitation to church an act of cruelty?

10. How does Caleb use Lind’s presence to his advantage?

11. What changes does the appearance of Lind make on the Gare family?

12. How is the scene between Jude and Turk significant?

13. Will the children ever leave home?  Why or why not?

14. Why does Caleb insist on “reciting the sermon” to his family although he refuses to allow them to attend services?

15. What is the lesson the preacher intended?  How does Caleb warp its meaning?

16. Who is Malcolm?

17. An important theme in this novel is endurance.  Give three examples from the book.

18. What prophesy is given to Lind?

19. Who is in the lake and why?

20. Why will the Bjarnassons not allow fishing in their lake?

21. Of what are the geese symbolic?

22. Where was Mark Jordan raised?  Who are his biological/natural parents?

23. What does he know of his parents?

24. Ellen is a good example of needless pride.  Explain.

25. What inequality is brought to light concerning the mare?

26. How does Ostenso firmly establish Jude as natural in chapter 3?

27. “Lind Archer had come and her delicate fingers had sprung a secret lock in Jude’s being.  She had opened like a tight bud.  There was no going back now into the darkness.”

In a sense Lind has deflowered Jude; her very presence in the house has stolen Jude’s innocence.  How is Jude different?

28. Why does Jude describe freedom as being beyond Sven?

29. Jude is both natural and unnatural as a woman of that time period.  How can she be both?  If you had to choose, which would you say she is and why?

30. At the end of part 2 (ch. 3) Jude becomes a woman.  How is her discovery of herself as a sexual being exhibited in part 3?  What other themes are linked to this scene?

31. What positive character trait does Jude have that Ellen lacks?

32. Describe the relationship between Jude and her father.

33. How is Caleb not coming in for supper significant?

34. Despite his own railings regarding family loyalty, Caleb betrays a member of his family.  Describe the situation.

35. What makes Caleb suspicious of Bjorn Aronson?

36. Why has Bart Nugent corresponded with Caleb about Mark Jordan?

37. What has happened to Bart?  Why must Caleb keep this a secret?

38. What does Caleb fear most?

