	The Structure of a Literary Essay

(A companion to the handout)

	Title this is important; it is the first thing the reader sees.  It should suggest your thesis and include your topic (or general area of study), the writer and work in question.  Formula:  a catchy phrase or adapted word combination directly from the text, followed by a colon, followed by the topic, followed by “in”, followed by the writer and work in question
	

	Opening Sentence OR

Epigraph
Use either an epigraph – a short quotation from another  literary work- which is thematically connected to your thesis – or a lead sentence which introduces the general idea of your essay, but is not your thesis.


	

	Thesis- the thesis is that which you are going to’ prove’ or illustrate  in the body of your essay.  It is the controlling idea throughout the essay.  It is a one line statement, which includes the argument, the author’s name(s) and the names of the work (s) understudy.

You may have several more lines to elaborate this basic theeis.


	

	Plan of Development

This is a short, concise summary or outline of the sub-topics or aspects you will use to organize and ‘prove’ your argument.  They must all be clear and distinct aspects of your controlling idea.

First aspect second strongest 

Second aspect ‘weakest’
Third aspects  strongest 

	

	
	Body Paragraph #

	Topic Sentence central idea to be developed in this paragraph. This should tie to the thesis.  Avoid using quotes in this sentence.
	

	Elaboration – explain with some detail your topic for this paragraph.
	

	First example – your second strongest example.  Explain this example including quotes with page numbers
Two or more sentences

Reminders: 
Use proper form for quotes-incorporate them into your work;
Do not use “I” “you” “the reader”; 

Do not use slang;

EDIT

SPELL CHECK


	

	Second example – your ‘weakest’ or least supported example.

Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

Two or more sentences

	

	Third example – your strongest example. Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

Two or more sentences


	

	Closing Sentence -  restate your opening sentence in slightly different words, but restates your main idea. Avoid using quotes in this sentence.


	

	
	Body Paragraph #

	Topic Sentence central idea to be developed in this paragraph. This should connect tot he thesis.  Avoid using quotes in this sentence.
	

	Elaboration – explain with some detail your topic.
	

	First example – your second strongest example..  Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

At least 2 sentences, but can be more.

Reminders: 

Use proper form for quotes-incorporate them into your work;

Do not use “I” “you” “the reader”; 

Do not use slang;

EDIT

SPELL CHECK


	

	Second example – your ‘weakest’ or least supported example.

Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

At least 2 sentences, but can be more.


	

	Third example – your strongest example. Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

At least 2 sentences, but can be more

	

	Closing Sentence -  restate your opening sentence in slightly different words, but restates your main idea. Avoid using quotes in this sentence.

	

	
	Body Paragraph #

	Topic Sentence central idea to be developed in this paragraph. This should tie to the thesis. Avoid using quotes in this sentence.
	

	Elaboration – explain with some detail your topic.
	

	First example – your second strongest example..  Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

Reminders: 

Use proper form for quotes-incorporate them into your work;

Do not use “I” “you” “the reader”; 

Do not use slang;

EDIT

SPELL CHECK

At least 2 sentences, but can be more
	

	Second example – your ‘weakest’ or least supported example.

Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

At least 2 sentences, but can be more.


	

	Third example – your strongest example. Explain this example including quotes with page numbers (use proper form for quotes)

At least 2 sentences, but can be more.
	

	Closing Sentence - restate your opening sentence in slightly different words, but restates your main idea. Avoid using quotes in this sentence.
	


	
	                                                 Closing Paragraph 



	Restate the thesis- be a little creative; that is,  do not use the exact same words as the opening paragraph, but do not change the thesis in any way!


	

	Restate the three key aspects of the essay

It is often best to restate each one in its own sentence, to avoid a really short closing paragraph.
	

	Closing Sentence

This final line should always be your own- not a quote, but here, or earlier, you could allude to your epigraph (but do not re-quote it! )
	

	(Citations)
Notes and Footnotes-These can be done quite simply in most literary essays.  Simply put a “1” in superscript after your first quotation (Word will do” super script” for you).  This note then appears on a separate page at the back of your essay, as in the example shown.

	Endnotes
      Margaret Laurence, The Stone Angel (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1968), p. 71.  All subsequent quotations are from this edition and are noted in the body of the essay.




REMINDERS:

· Use the handout about quotations to ensure you use the correct form (one of the most common problems in essay writing!)

· EDIT; PROOFREAD; SPELL CHECK.

· Type your essay; double space it; NO duotangs, pictures, coloured paper, ink etc.

· Hand your essay in on the due date.

***You are welcome to see me at lunch for help, but NOT on the day before or the day of the DUE DATE!!

