ENG 3U



Short Story Analysis
Working in groups of 5, prepare and deliver an analysis of a short story chosen from the books provided.

Preparation:
· Each person in the group reads the story.

· Discuss the story as a group.

· Prepare detailed notes of analysis based on the areas assigned.

· Organize the key points on one page (typed, one side; point form with headings) and create a Powerpoint slide of it.

· Find an ‘echo’ – a piece of art, music, poetry etc. which is thematically linked to your story.

· Organize and practice your group presentation.  (It should run smoothly, and be about 25 minutes total)
Areas for analysis:
Plot, Significance of title and Point of View :

Give an overview of the plot structure of the story, identifying the elements within your story and explaining the significance of all elements of the plot chart as they pertain to the particular story.  Make connections between the title and the central theme of the story.  Identify and analyze the impact of the particular point of view has on the revelation of plot, character, and theme, as well as on the intellectual and emotional response of the reader.  What would have been the effect of a different point of view?

Themes:  
Choose one or two dominant themes in the story, and discuss the author’s use of at least three literary devices to develop each theme.  Clearly explain how each contributes.

Characters:  
Present a detailed character profile of the story’s protagonist and antagonist which outlines key character traits.  Include specific examples of methods of characterization used to convey these traits.

Conflicts:  
Explore a minimum of three key conflicts in the story (of various types).  Explain the causes of the conflicts as well as the results or resolutions.  Each conflict must also be linked to the development of a significant theme in the story.  (This may be themes other than those discussed earlier in the presentation.)

Close Reading:  Following your handout on Close Reading, choose a passage from the story and analyze it.  
  Show this on a PowerPoint slide, and have a copy for each class member to annotate as you

  teach the lesson.

: 

Presentation:
· Summarize your story.

· Present your analysis, being sure to share the presentation equally among the members.

· Use the PowerPoint slide to help illustrate your points, but each group member should elaborate on one section of the presentation (no reading!!).

· Include one other visual or audio piece which ‘echoes’ or illustrates a central theme of your story (which may be a good way to open or close your presentation).

Evaluation (as shown on the rubric):
Each student will be given an individual evaluation.  See Checkbric.
Learning Objective:  Analysis of the written word

